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I am pleased to inform you that your child now has access to Accelerated Reader (AR), which we have
adopted as our home reading scheme in replacement of MyBookBlog, who ceased to trade in the summer.

What is Acceleruted Reader? (AR
Accelerated Reader is a comprehension-based reading program that helps teachers support and monitor
i hension and, i i their i kills,

After completing an initial STAR Reading Assessment to determine their ZPD (Zone of Proximal
Development), which provides the children with a range from which they can choose from - similar to
MyBouokBlog's challenge levels — the children will choose a physical book from owr school shelves. AR's
reading list has over a whopping 200,000 titles avuilable so there is certainly something for everyone!
Once the children have completed the book, they head to the AR wehsite to- undertake a short quiz, either

at home or at school, to- measwre how much of the hook they have understood. AR gives hoth children
and teachers feedhack based on the quiz results, which the teacher will then use to help your child.

What is o STAR Reading test?

Every child taking part in AR will complete a STAR Reading test at the heginning of the year and after
that, at the end, of each half-term. It is an online, multiple-choice reading assessment completed,
individually on an iPad, or computer. Questions continually adjust to your child's responses, so if their
response is correct, the difficulty level is increased. If they miss a question or give an incorrect answer,
the difficulty level is reduced. This helps to find their ‘Goldilocks’ reading range - not too easy, but not
too tricky! This range is known as their ZPD.

What is a ZPD?

Upon completing the Star Reading test, each student is assigned a Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) -
a reading range. This set of numbers shows the lowest reading level and the highest reading level
appropriate for each student. Students should choose hooks on or in between these numhers to help make
sure they are reading books that are not too easy or too difficult - the perfect conditions to promote
progress. Please do not panic if their ZPD appears lower than expected, it is important to rememhber that
this is comprehension-bhased scheme rather than based purely on reading fluency. It is a proven and
well-established programme that is highly successful in many schools. We will constantly be reviewing
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How do ils select hooks?

Once your child has their ZPD, they can choose a hook from our ”%MRWLM&
school shelves within their range. Copies of the poster to the right 0.0-1.9
o hook. All hooks displayed, on our corridor hookshelves are on the 20-2.9
Accelerated Reader system. They are also welcome to choose a 3.0-3.9
hook from home or the library for example (please see the hottom
of the page for how to ensure the hook is AR suitable). 4.0 - 4.9
5.0-5.9
Inside the hook, there will he a stamp as helow... 6.0 - 6.9
| From the lbrary of St. Elizaheth's o 7.0-17.9
AR Lowel = 8.0 - 8.9
L | 9.0-9.9
i AR Points: i 10+
L AR QuiNumber 3
AR Lewvel: This represents their ZPD numhber, as shown on the Most popular Tﬁm For .

poster to the right, and represents the difficulty of the text. There
is a coloured stick on the spine of all books to represent their generic level band, but their precise level is

AR Points: Books are assigned points based on their word count. Points are earned by passing quizzes
and shown on their AR dashhourd. Students are set personalised targets by their teacher.

AR Quiz Numbher: This is the numhber they must enter into the AR system when they are ready to take
their quiz. This ensures they have the matching quiz to the correct title.

The stickers on the levelling poster represents the Interest Level. Books with a smiley face sticker are likely
to he most popular for children aged, 5-8. Books with a gold, star sticker on are likely to be most popular
by children aged 9-12, and due to their more mature content and vocabulary, books with a holographic
silver sticker on are only to be read by children in years 5 and, 6 (similar to the red-stickered hooks on
MyBookBlog). All books on our shelves are deemed appropriate for primary aged children.

What are the AR Quizzes?
Your child can complete an AR quiz either in guided reading time, or at home.

Reading Pructice Quizzes: These are the most common type of assessment. The purpose is to measure
your child’s literal comprehension of the hook and provide immediate feedback. Each quiz consists of 3, 5,
10 or 20 multiple-choice questions depending on the hook level and length.

Vocahulary Pructice Quizzes: These measwre a child's command of vocabulary words encountered while
reading and are designed to reinforce vocabulary acquisition. Quizzes include 5, 10 or 15 words from a
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What are points?

Children earm points, or a portion of the hook's points, depending on how well they do on the Reading
Pructice quiz. For example, a child who takes a 5-question quiz on a book worth 1 point will earn 1 point
for 5 correct answers (100%), 0.8 point for 4 correct answers (80%) etc. A child who reads a book worth
5 points and takes a 10-question quiz will earn the full 5 points for 10 correct answers (100%), 4.5 points
for 9 correct answers (90%) etc. For quizzes with 3, 5 or 10 questions, a child needs to pass a quiz with a
score of 60% or higher to- earm points. For quizzes with 20 questions, a child needs to pass with a score
of 70% or higher to- eam points.

If your child does not do well on a quiz, they will be encouraged to either re-read the book if it is short in

length or choose a hook that is more appropriate. Depending on the hook level, the quiz will take around
5-10 minutes to complete. The results are calculated and shown to the child instantly.

How does my child find out whether a hook they wunt to read from home/the library is on
Acceleruted Reader?

Head to your child's class webpage and click the ‘Accelerated Reader Book Finder ACCELERATED
button on the right. From there you can enter the title of the hook and discover BB  READER BOOK
whether the hook is avuilable on the AR system. Please note that on this wehbsite,
the ZPD Reading Level is called the ATOS Book Level.

What are the ?
READING Ourre:,‘dfng @xr;n?rotanon&re:;mﬂwswna We strongly

MATTERS! encowruge a minimuwm of 10 rrwwte&hmm;rwdmgwury
HERE'S THE IMPACT OF READING 20 MINUTES PER DAY! dei the more Ofw‘/: th@ bmﬁ This could be mdependmtty,
A STUDENT WHO READS to' @ grown-up or to a sibling.

1 The, child hould inue to utilise thei i
MNUTE hookmarks at home, on which they are to write down any
words that they are unfamiliar with or have struggled to

WILLBE EXPOSED TO i : : i
AND IS MORE LIKELY TO SCORE IN THE own ‘Reading Journal’, in which they can make notes and
\ A drawings about what they have read to help assist them
L when taking their end of hook quiz. This is for hoth home

ONSTANDARDIZED JESTSI and school use so please ensure that it is retwned to their

Can I track my child's reading progress?

Yes! A further letter will he making its way to you shortly which provides you with a link, username and

password to allow you to log onto AR Home Connect, which allows you to see what your child has read,

how they have scored and how many points they have obtained. You can also sign up to receive email

updates to track yowr child’'s work.

FINDER

WORDS PER YEAR WORDS PER YEAR

Thank you for taking the time to get up to- date with our new reading system; we are confident it will be
a valuable tool in your child's reading development, and most importantly we are confident that the
children will love it! If yow have any queries ahout AR or your child's reading, please don't hesitate to
make an appointment with myself, or your child’s class teacher.

Kind Regards,
Miss Holmes
(KS2 Reading Lead)
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