
 
 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

   

   

2. Key Scientific Vocabulary and Definitions 

compass A tool used for showing direction.  
 

digital map 
A map that uses technology such as a 

satnav.  
 

easting 
The numbers used in a grid reference 

that run west to east.  
 

grid reference 
The numbered squares on a map used to 

locate a place.  
 

northing 
The numbers used in a grid reference 

that run south to north.  
 

Ordnance 
Survey maps 

Detailed maps of Great Britain where 
each square represents 1km squared 

(1km2).  
 

symbols 
Small pictures, letters or lines that 

represent a feature.  
 

rural 
Rural areas are found in the countryside, 

surrounded by open land.  
 

urban 
Urban areas are areas where many 
people live and work, resulting in a 

dense population.  

route 
 

A way or course taken in getting from a 
starting point to a destination.  

 

1. Key Scientific Knowledge Concepts and Skills 

 

3. Prior Scientific Knowledge, Concepts and Skills 
• Describe how maps have a compass on them to show which way the map goes. 
• Recognise that a map is a view from above and has symbols on it and describe how 

maps show us how to plan a journey.  
• Know how Ordnance Survey symbols can be used to locate amenities on a map. 

Apply four-figure grid references to locate objects on a map, using ‘northings’ then 
‘eastings’ to give a grid reference. 

• Recommend a short route, using four-figure grid references. 

 

Year 6 – Using Maps Catholic Social Teaching Big Question:  
How can digital maps show us where people need help,  

like after a natural disaster? 

 

Northing= 436 
Easting= 338 

6-figure grid reference = 
436338 


