
Talk for Writing Overview 2023-24 

 
 Autumn 1 

04/09-27/10 
(8 weeks) 

 

Autumn 2 
6/11-22/12 
(7 weeks) 

*Nativity S&L* 

Spring 1 
08/01-16/02 

(6 weeks) 

Spring 2 
26/02-28/03 

(5 weeks) 

Summer 1 
15/04-24/05 

(6 weeks) 

Summer 2 
03/06-23/07 

(7 weeks) 

EYFS – Fiction 

 

Little Red Hen  
Beginning, middle 
and end 
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Openings 
and endings 
 
 
 
 
 

Supertato 
Beginning, middle 
and end 
Toolkit: 
Characterisation 
4 weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Captain Flinn 
and the Pirate 
Dinosaurs 
Portal tale 
Toolkit: Settings 
3 weeks 
 
  

We’re Going on 
a Bear Hunt 
Journey tale 
Toolkit: Settings 
3 weeks 
 
 

The Very 
Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Cumulative text 
Toolkit: Action 
4 weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Gumpy’s Outing 
Journey tale 
Toolkit: Action 
4 weeks 
 
 

Non-Fiction The Big 
Pancake 
Lists  
3 weeks 
Toolkit: 
Persuasion 

 

Letters to Santa 
Persuasive Lists 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: 
Persuasion 

 

The Dinosaur 
Lady- Mary Anning 
Non-Chron Fact 
File 
Toolkit: Non-
Chronological 
Report  
3 weeks  
 
 
 
 

Our Favourite 
Food  
Discussion 
Toolkit: 
Discussion 
3 weeks – cont. 

 
 

 The Sounds of Water 
Poetry 
3 weeks 
 
(Link to Pentecost – sounds 
of fire)  
Toolkit: Poetry 
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(6 weeks) 

Spring 2 
26/02-28/03 

(5 weeks) 

Summer 1 
15/04-24/05 
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Year 1 Poetry 

 

Bonfire Night 
Shape Poetry 
Continuing into 
Advent 2 – 2 weeks 
Toolkit: Poetry 

    Seaside Poetry 
Rhyming Couplets 
 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Poetry 
 

Year 1 Fiction 

 

Three Little Pigs  
Character 
description -
Traditional Tale. 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where the Wild 
Things Are 
Character 
Description  
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Way Back Home 
Journey Tale  
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Action 
 

Handa’s Surprise 
Cumulative Text & 
Texts from other 
cultures. 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Description 
 

Jack & The 
Beanstalk. 
Portal Story 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Action & 
Settings 
 

Minpins  
Setting Description 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Settings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Year 1 Non-Fiction All About Pigs. 
Information 
booklet   
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Non-Chron 

 

Letters to Santa 
Persuasive Letters 
2 weeks 
Toolkit: Persuasion 

 

Visit to the Space 
Centre 
Recount Entry 
(Starting 29/01) 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Recount 

 

Handa’s Shop 
Advert 
3 weeks – cont. 
into next term 
Toolkit: Persuasion 

  
 
 

Instructions 
How to plant a 
sunflower 
3 weeks - cont. 
into next term 
Toolkit: 
Instructions 
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Year 2 Poetry 

 

 Winter 
Imagery Poetry 
3 weeks 

   The Quangle Wangle’s 
Hat 
Nonsense Poetry 
3 weeks 

Year 2 Fiction 

 

Fussy Freda 
Cumulative Tale 
4 weeks 
Toolkit: 
Characterisation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Polar Express 
Journey Tale  
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Settings 
 
 
 
 

The Dragon 
Machine 
Fantasy Stories 
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Description 

Vlad & the Great 
Fire of London  
Stories in 
Historical Settings 
5 weeks 
Toolkit: Action  
 

The Magic 
Paintbrush 
Stories from Other 
Cultures  
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Action 
 
 

The Tunnel 
Journey/Portal Tale 
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Action & Settings 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 Non-
Fiction 

How to make a 
fruit salad  
Instructions: 
Recipe  
3 weeks 
Toolkit: 
Instructions 

 

 Charlie & The 
Chocolate 
Factory 
Book Blurb  
3 weeks – cont. 
into next term 
Toolkit: Persuasion

 

 
 
 

Great Fire of 
London 
Recount: News 
Report 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Recount 
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 Autumn 1 
04/09-27/10 

(8 weeks) 
 

Autumn 2 
6/11-22/12 
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08/01-16/02 

(6 weeks) 

Spring 2 
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(5 weeks) 
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(6 weeks)  
1x Shakespeare 

Summer 2 
03/06-23/07 

(7 weeks) 

Year 3 Class 
Reads 

The Abominables 
by Eva Ibbotson 

 Lion, The Witch & 
The Wardrobe by 
C.S. Lewis 

 The Iron Man by 
Ted Hughes 

 

Year 3 Poetry 

 

The Magic Box 
List Poetry 
3 weeks 

 The Pied Piper of 
Hamelin 
Narrative Poetry 
3 weeks 

   

Year 3 Fiction 

 

Prince Cinders 
Traditional Tale: 
Rags to Riches  
4 weeks 
Toolkit: 
Characterisation 
 

Stone Age Boy  
Recount: Diary 
Entry  
4 weeks  
Toolkit: Settings & 
Action 

 Stone Trolls  
Warning Story 
4 weeks 
 
Toolkit: Suspense 
 
 
 

How the World 
Began 
Traditional Stories 
from Other 
Cultures 
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Action 
 

The Lion, The Witch & The 
Wardrobe  
Portal Story 
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Settings 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 3 Non-
Fiction 

 How to wash a 
woolly mammoth 
Instructional text 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: 
Instructions 
 

The Rainbow 
Dragon 
Informational 
Poster  
3 weeks 
Toolkit:  
Non-Chron Report 
 

 Geography - 
Pollution 
Persuasive 
Writing: Pamphlet 
3 weeks – cont. 
into next term 
Toolkit: Persuasion 
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Year 4 Class 
Reads  

The Adventures of 
Podkin One-Ear by 
Kieran Larwood 

 Bill’s New Frock 
by Anne Fine 

 The Firework 
Maker’s Daughter 
by Philip Pullman 

 

Year 4 Poetry 

 

The River 
Creating Images: 
Metaphors 
3 weeks 

 Custard the 
Dragon 
Narrative poetry 
3 weeks 

 Sonnet XVIII 
William 
Shakespeare 
Classic Poetry 
2 weeks 

 

Year 4 Fiction 

 

The Manor House  
Writing for 
suspense  
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Suspense  
 
 
 

Charlie and the 
Chocolate 
Factory 
Character 
Description  
4 weeks  
Toolkit: Character 
 
 

 Bill’s New Frock  
Character Flaw  
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Character 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter 
Journey Tale 
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Action 
 
 

Year 4 Non-
Fiction 

 Ancient 
Egyptians  
Tourist guide 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Non-Chron 

 
 
 

The Dragon 
Catcher 
Persuasive 
Writing: Advert 
3 weeks  
Toolkit:  
Persuasion 
 

 How Volcanoes 
Erupt 
Explanation Text 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: 
Explanation 

 

Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius 
Recount: Newspaper 
Report  
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Non-Chron  
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(6 weeks)  
1x Shakespeare 

 

Summer 2 
03/06-23/07 

 (7 weeks)  
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Year 5 Class Reads Harry Potter & The 
Philosopher’s Stone 
by J.K. Rowling 

 ‘Poem a Day’ Who Let the Gods 
Out? by Maz Evans 

 Tom’s Midnight Garden by 
Phillipa Pearce 

Year 5 Poetry 

 

Blackout Poetry 
Dulce Et Decorum 
Est & Flanders 
Fields 
3 weeks 

 Poetry - Form  
Cloud Busting by 
Malorie Blackman 
3 weeks 

   

Year 5 Fiction 

 

The House on 
Cemetery Avenue 
Setting description 
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Settings 
 
 
 
 
 

Medusa  
Traditional Stories 
from Other 
Cultures/Myths 
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Action 
 

The Lighthouse 
Keeper / Alma 
Continuation of 
narrative video 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Suspense 
& Description 
 

 Warning Tale  
Red  
5 weeks 
 
Toolkit: Suspense 
 
 

Tom’s Midnight Garden 
Portal Story 
5 weeks 
Toolkit: Action & Setting 
 
 
 

Year 5 Non-
Fiction 

 
 

Should Magic be 
allowed outside 
of Hogwarts? 
Balanced 
Discussion  
3 weeks 
 
Toolkit: Discussion 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Geography  
The Water Cycle 
Explanation Text 
4 weeks  
Toolkit:  
Explanation 
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04/09-27/10 
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(7 weeks) 
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08/01-16/02 

(6 weeks) 
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Summer 1 
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03/06-23/07 

 (7 weeks)  
*Summer Play S&L* 

Year 6 Class 
Reads 

Kensuke’s 
Kingdom by 
Michael Morpurgo 

 Skellig by David 
Almond 

 Holes by Louis 
Sachar  

 

Year 6 Poetry 

 

The Highwayman 
Narrative Poetry 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Poetry 

 Where my 
Wellies Take Me 
Poetry Form 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Poetry 

The Lost Words 
Acrostic Poetry  
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Poetry 

 Leaver’s Mass Memories & 
Poems  
1 week 
 
 

Year 6 Fiction 
 

 

The Red Eye 
Journey Tale 
4 weeks 
Toolkit: Suspense 
 
 

The Canal 
Warning Tale 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Action 

 
 

The Nightmare 
Man 
Tale of Fear 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Suspense 
& Character 
 

The Alchemist’s 
Letter 
Fantasy 
3 weeks – cont. 
into next term 
Toolkit: Settings 
 
 

 
 

 

Year 6 Non-
Fiction 

 The Canal 
Newspaper Report   
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Recount 

 

 
 

 The Piano film by 
A Gibbons 
Flashbacks- 
Biography 
3 weeks – cont. 
into next term 
Toolkit: Character 

Holes Discussion Text 
3 weeks 
Toolkit: Discussion 
 

 
 

 


