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ST ELIZABETH’S SCHOOL POLICY STATEMENT FOR HISTORY 

 

 

Introduction 

 

History concerns two things, the past and the study of the past.  Learning about the 

past and the methods used to study it, helps pupils to make sense of the world in 

which they live. 

 

We aim to fulfill our Mission statement by making the children aware that the past 

influences all aspects of our lives and that it shapes the customs and beliefs of the 

communities to which we belong. 

 

We will encourage our children to be open to the views of others and to respect their 

ways of thinking and living. Belper has a wealth of historical  artefacts and is a world 

heritage site. The east mill is visible from the school and we make every effort to 

explore all the important sites in and around Belper. 

 

General Aims 

 

Through the study of history we aim: 

 

• to develop enquiry skills in pupils 

• to involve pupils in open-minded investigations which enable them to acquire 

knowledge, develop understanding and skills as well as developing and clarifying 

their values and attitudes 

• to stimulate an interest in and an understanding of issues that affect human 

societies 

• to develop a critical faculty in pupils, helping them to have a questioning 

approach to sources 

• to explore a range of perspectives which are to be considered in teaching 

about different historical events so that pupils can evaluate values, attitudes 

and beliefs. 

 

 

Objectives 

 

Through the study of history pupils should have opportunities to: 
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• develop a sense of time 

• develop skills of enquiry and independent investigation 

• learn about the past from a range of historical sources 

• appreciate the social, political, economic, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity 

of societies 

• appreciate the experiences of ordinary men, woman and children 

• look at the same event from  different points of view 

• investigate the causes and motivation of events and continuity and change 

• develop an open mind that questions assumptions and demands evidence for 

points of view. 

 

Planning for Continuity and Progression 

 

Continuity and progression has been ensured by the writing of a topic planner and by 

matching activities and sources to the appropriate age group. 

 

At St Elizabeth’s, history will be delivered throughout the school within ‘themed‘ 

units.  Care has been taken to ensure that the appropriate study units set out in the 

QCA documents and other National Curriculum requirements are still covered within 

our themed units. 

 

Themed units offer a much more flexible and cross curricular approach to teaching 

and learning, which inspires greater creativity and interest for our pupils.  

 

At Key Stage 1 pupils are given the opportunities to develop their awareness of the 

past and how it differs from the present.  They are introduced to historical sources 

of different types. 

 

At Key Stage 2 pupils are given opportunities to study and describe contributions 

made by people/events in the recent and more distant history of Britain and other 

countries.  Make links across periods of history studied and become more aware of 

how aspects of history have been represented and interpreted in different ways. 

 

 

Implementations 
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Each study unit will involve the use of timelines and sequencing activities to enable 

children to develop a sense of chronology.  The timelines will be organised so that 

they are read from left to right with the most recent or present being on the right. 

 

A wide variety of sources of evidence, both primary and secondary will be used.  

These may include books, photographs, posters, maps, plans, artifacts, people, video, 

IT programs and visits to sites. 

 

Pupils will also be given opportunities to record and communicate historical 

information in a wide range of ways: 

 

* Writing letters, diaries, lists, newspaper articles, poems, plays and stories.  

* Drawing/painting plans, maps, diagrams, pictures, portraits and designs. 

* Making models, devices, books for younger children or scrap books. 

* Through discussion with peers/other adults i.e. interviews/debates. 

* Presenting information to an audience. 

* Re-telling stories or events through drama, dance or mime. 

* Collecting, classifying and labeling resources for a class museum. 

* Establishing data bases in a computer. 

 

As children develop their skills in historical enquiry they will be given opportunities to 

work with more difficult and a wider range of sources; to address more challenging 

concepts and questions and to consider a greater variety of points of view.  They will 

be encouraged to work with increasing independence, carrying out their own enquiries 

and considering the value of research using particular sources of evidence. 

 

Special Needs 

 

We accept the uniqueness of all our pupils and attempt to give equal value to each 

one.  We recognise the need to differentiate some tasks in order for all children to 

experience success and to develop to their full potential.  (For specific details see 

Code of Practice/SEN Policy) 

 

We aim to provide open-ended tasks and extension work wherever possible in order 

to challenge more able pupils. 

 

Equal Opportunities 
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We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils regardless of their 

ability, gender, race or culture. 

 

Health and Safety 

 

All out of school activities will comply with the guidelines in the school Health and 

Safety policy. 

 

Resources 

 

All resources relevant to themed units will be distributed to individual class 

teachers.  Any additional resources required for delivery of themed units will be 

purchased by the History co-ordinator from the History/Themed unit budget on 

request. 

 

Any general History resources will be boxed and stored in Walsingham class. 

 

Assessment and Record Keeping 

 

Assessment is an integral part of planning with assessment opportunities and criteria 

identified on the planning document. 

 

Three samples of work will be saved as examples of standard by each class teacher 

per history topic taught. 

 

Role of the Head Teacher. SMT and Co-ordinator 

 

The Head Teacher and SMT monitor the teaching of History through the planning 

documents submitted by the Class Teachers each Term. 

 

The Co-ordinator supports and advises staff in planning and delivering the curriculum 

and also takes responsibility for ordering and updating resources and equipment and 

collating/collecting samples of children’s work. 
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